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What:  For a fifth year, BECU is putting its dedication to financial health in action by empowering students with 

financial knowledge to prepare them for their futures. The credit union will close its doors on October 14 
for its Annual Day of Service where more than 2,000 employees will host financial reality fairs for an 
estimated 11,000 students at 18 high schools across Washington state. 

 
 At the financial reality fairs, students use an app to experience first-hand what it is like to build and 

balance a budget, make tough financial choices and live within their income. Students are each assigned 
a persona, family and income. They then have to manage their expenses while navigating various stations 
to make spending decisions about transportation, housing, entertainment and more.  

 
BECU is also extending its commitment by sharing financial education resources with teachers who are 
participating in the Annual Day of Service to emphasize important lessons on budgeting and financial 
planning that they can use in their classroom. 

 
Who: More than 2,000 BECU employees serving an estimated 11,000 students. 
 
Where: 18 high schools at 17 locations in Puget Sound and Spokane. 
 
Why: The goal of the Annual Day of Service is to lead teens through a budgeting simulation in a setting where 

they can evaluate each choice and receive coaching on the decision process. A recent Federal Reserve 
study showed that nearly half (47 percent) of Americans cannot come up $400 to cover an emergency 
expense without having to borrow or sell something.  BECU wants to help reverse this trend and believes 
it’s never too early to learn how to manage money responsibly.  

 
 The credit union believes that people exposed to basic budgeting and financial education, especially at a 

younger age, will be more likely to develop better savings habits and be more prepared to handle 
financial challenges in the future. 

 
Website: www.becu.org/annualdayofservice  

About BECU: With more than 1.2 million members and nearly $20 billion in assets, BECU is the largest not-for-profit 
credit union in Washington and one of the top five financial cooperatives in the country. As a member-
owned credit union, BECU is focused on helping increase the financial well-being of its members and 
communities through better rates, fewer fees, community partnerships and financial education. The 
credit union currently operates more than 50 locations in Washington and two financial centers in South 
Carolina. For more information, visit www.becu.org. 

 
PR Contact: Bethany Hawley, BECU  

206-439-5919  
bethany.hawley@becu.org  
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